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Michael Scanlan message 1976 
 

R039-ak 
 

According to EWTN and Renewal Ministries on 6-
25-20 this Michael Scanlan message...had been 
published in the Charismatic Renewal movement’s 
New Covenant magazine in March 1976.  
 
Son of man, do you see that city going 
bankrupt? Are you willing to see all your 
cities going bankrupt? Are you willing to 
see the bankruptcy of the whole economic 
system you rely on now so that all money is 
worthless and cannot support you? 
 
Son of man, do you see the crime and 
lawlessness in your city streets, and towns, 
and institutions? Are you willing to see no 
law, no order, no protection for you except 
that which I myself will give you? 
 
Son of man, do you see the country which 
you love and which you are now 
celebrating—a country’s history that you 
look back on with nostalgia? Are you 
willing to see no country—no country to call 
your own except those I give you as my 
body? Will you let me bring you life in my 
body and only there? 
 
Son of man, do you see those churches 
which you can go to so easily now? Are you 
ready to see them with bars across their 
doors, with doors nailed shut? Are you ready 
to base your life only on me and not on any 
particular structure? Are you ready to 
depend only on me and not on all the 
institutions of schools and parishes that you 
are working so hard to foster? 
 
Son of man, I call you to be ready for that. 
That is what I am telling you about. The 
structures are falling and changing—it is not 
for you to know the details now—but do not 

rely on them as you have been. I want you to 
make a deeper commitment to one another. I 
want you to trust one another, to build an 
interdependence that is based on my Spirit. 
It is an interdependence that is no luxury. It 
is an absolute necessity for those who will 
base their lives on me and not the structures 
from a pagan world. I have spoken and it 
will take place. My word will go forth to my 
people. They may hear and they may not—
and I will respond accordingly—but this is 
my word. 
 
Look about you, son of man. When you see 
it all shut down, when you see everything 
removed which has been taken for granted, 
and when you are prepared to live without 
these things, then you will know what I am 
making ready. 
 
About Michael Scanlon    After the 1976 message, 
Fr. Scanlan's whole life gave witness to commitment 
and trust in God with those who could create "an 
interdependence that is no luxury. It is an absolute 
necessity for those who will base their lives on me  
and not the structures from a pagan world." From 
Harvard Law school graduate, to the priesthood, to 
President of Franciscan University of Steubenville 
from 1974 to 2000 his transforming priority would 
be to surrender to God in everything.   
 
Obituary    President Emeritus of the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville Father Michael Scanlan, 
TOR, passed away on Jan. 7, 2017. According to 
the university, “His leadership as president 
transformed Franciscan University from a 
struggling regional college into a world-renowned 
leader in Catholic higher education and helped to 
inspire a restoration of faithful Catholic education 
in the United States and the world.”  
 
The video of the Memorial Mass for Father Michael 
Scanlan may be seen by clicking here. (See 
especially Homily found 34:09 to 57:25). Also read 
his book “Let the Fire Fall”. 
 

Loquate (6436 N Oketo Ave, Chicago, IL 60631, United 
States jeff@loquate.tv 773-621-0863). 
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